KEY INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

“I cannot wish for a better
school because I know it is
the best”
Parent
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Welcome from the Headteacher...

Cyril Jackson Primary School is an inclusive community school with a highly committed,
hardworking and motivated staff. The expectations for our pupils and each other are high
and we strive for excellence in all that we do. The school is a unique place and regularly
described as warm, friendly and welcoming - and I take this opportunity to welcome you and
your child to Cyril Jackson.
The school is dedicated to providing a diverse primary education which lays the foundations
for future academic and social success. My staff and I provide rich experiences and a
broad and balanced curriculum, all within a happy, safe and supportive environment. Pupils
are actively involved in decisions about their learning, wider issues relating to the school
and in developing ways to promote well-being.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any ideas or comments.
I look forward to working with you.

Gillian Kemp

“Strong commitment to
improvement, driven by an
outstanding headteacher.’’
Corporate Assessment Borough Tour,
Tower Hamlets Council
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Vision and Aims of the school...

Vision
Cyril Jackson is a safe and stimulating
environment
where
children
encounter
challenging and creative learning experiences.
Each member of the school community is
motivated to be a life-long learner.
All pupils will be equipped with the skills to
achieve their full potential in a climate of mutual
respect and personal responsibility.

Aims
To provide a supportive, stimulating environment in which each child is enabled and
encouraged to attain the highest standard of achievement of which he or she is capable.
To ensure that the curriculum is broad and well balanced, following all subjects in the
National Curriculum.
To value each individual’s contribution irrespective of race, gender, religion or ability.
To encourage children to be aware of their behaviour and how it affects others.
To recognise that children have a variety of special needs and endeavour to provide
appropriately for the needs of individuals.
To ensure that the curriculum reflects the richness of our multi-cultural society.
To foster and build on relationships with parents/carers, governors and the wider
community.
To provide a planned process of staff development.
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Cyril Jackson and a history
of the school...

Sir Cyril Jackson KBE (1863-1924) was a leading British educationist, born in Kentish
Town, London. He graduated from New College, Oxford, in 1885, but instead of pursuing a
career in law, as intended, he changed direction and was inspired to improve educational
opportunities for the socially disadvantaged in the deprived industrial community of east
London.
Jackson resided at Toynbee Hall, Whitechapel (a progressive centre for social
improvement, still open today), for 10 years from 1885. He became a member of the
London School Board from 1891 to 1896 and ran a boys' club at Northey Street School
(opened in 1875) which aimed to help and support Limehouse street boys. He was
appointed inspector-general of schools in Western Australia in 1896 and implemented major
reforms to their educational system.
When Jackson returned to England in 1903, he was elected a member of the London County Council, Limehouse Division, and became chairman of the Education Committee from
1908. For services during World War I, he was appointed Knight Commander of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire in 1917.
In 1930, six years after Jackson’s death,
Northey Street School was renamed The Cyril Jackson Primary School in recognition of his
work and dedication to public service. Jackson’s portrait hangs in the Royal Academy of
Arts, London.
There are two schools named in his honour: one in Limehouse, the other is The Cyril
Jackson Senior High School, Bassendean, Western Australia.
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Admission and transfer
procedure...
Cyril Jackson is a non-selective, state-funded school serving children of all abilities. Places
will be allocated to those who live nearest to the school as well as, of course, providing for
those with a statement of educational need and those who are in Local Authority care.
Applications for places at Cyril Jackson are made via forms obtained from the school office.
Each year there are 60 Foundation One (Nursery) places. part-time for three year olds and
full-time for four year olds. Parents/carers are sent letters during the term before starting to
offer a place. A home visit will be undertaken and an invitation is made for the parents/
carers and the child to visit the school. We have a maximum of 60 children in each year
group which means that no class has more than 30 pupils.
Priorities for admission to Foundation One (Nursery):

Children looked after by a Local Authority (children in care).

Children for whom there is an identified special need - educational, social,
emotional, physical or medical.

Sisters or brothers of children already attending Cyril Jackson, provided they
live within 1.5 miles of the school.

Children who live closest, measured by the shortest walking distance.
Parents/carers will need to complete a further admission form for entry to a Reception class.
This form is sent to the LB of Tower Hamlets which allocates places - a place in Nursery
does not guarantee a place in Reception. Cyril Jackson only has room for 60 children per
year group.
Priorities for admission after 5 years of age:

Children looked after by a Local Authority (children in care).

Children for whom there is an identified special need - educational, social,
emotional, physical or medical.

Sisters or brothers of children already attending Cyril Jackson, provided they
live within 1.5 miles of the school.

Children who live closest, measured by the shortest walking distance.
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Arrangements for the admission
of disabled pupils...

The SEN and Disability Act 2001 extended the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) to
cover education. Since September 2002, the Governing Body has had three key duties
towards disabled pupils, under Part 4 of the DDA:





Not to treat disabled pupils less favourably for a reason related to their disability.
To make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils, so that they are not at a
substantial disadvantage.
To plan to increase access to education for disabled pupils.

The school’s Disability Equality Scheme and Accessibility Plan set out the proposals of the
Governing Body of the school to increase access to education for disabled pupils in the
three areas required by the planning duties in the DDA:






Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school
curriculum.
Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled
pupils can take advantage of education and associated services.
Improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information which is provided in writing
for pupils who are not disabled.
Ensuring that the ethos in school prevents disabled pupils being treated less
favourably than other pupils.

For more detailed information, please refer to the Accessibility Plan.
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Raising the standard...

Academic achievement
We have high expectations of academic achievement. Children are expected to work hard
and recognise that each day at school provides the opportunity to gain new experiences,
knowledge, understanding and skills. Children do better when parents/carers work closely
with the school and we encourage parents/carers to take a keen interest in their children’s
education, making learning a part of everyday life.

Literacy
It is our responsibility to ensure that pupils become confident and competent users of the
English Language. Our fundamental task is to teach your child to speak, read and write
English effectively. Great emphasis is placed upon phonics-based literacy from the outset.
Each day, for one hour, children in Foundation Two (Reception) are taught intensively, but
appropriately, in groups of about six to eight children. This early emphasis on literacy
development has proved to be successful in helping children to achieve very high
standards.

Mathematics
Equal attention is given to pupils becoming numerate. Children are taught mathematics for
one hour each day through a range of appropriate experiences.

The National Curriculum
All children study the National Curriculum (NC). In the Foundation Stage, children
experience the six areas of learning required as part of the Foundation Stage Curriculum
which is delivered nationally. In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, children are taught the ‘core’
subjects of English, mathematics and science and the ‘foundation’ subjects of history,
geography, music, art, physical education (PE), design technology and religious education
(RE).
A cross-curricular approach is used to teach the ‘core’ and ‘foundation’ subjects. A theme is
selected and applied across all classes and ability groups, adding extra dimensions to
learning and to cultivating lateral thinking. This skills-based approach has proved to be
highly effective and inspires learning and high achievement.

“Every child in every lesson was focussed’’
Lisbeth Johansson, ICT advisor, Västra Göteborg district, Sweden
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Assessment, record keeping and
reporting...

Detailed records are kept on your child’s progress. Assessments are made by teachers
through the school year and progress records are regularly updated at termly pupil progress
meetings. At the end of the Foundation Stage, a profile is completed on each child.
Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) are taken by children at the end of Year 2 and Year 6
(in the school years when your child will be 7 and 11 years of age respectively). Individual
and whole year test results are available to parents/carers at the end of the Summer term.
All records are available for you to see by appointment with your child’s class teacher at the
end of each term. Every child in Foundation One (Nursery) through to Year 6 receives a
written report in early July. The summer parents’ evening is arranged soon after this.

“Carefully designed support
programmes can be put in place quickly
if any child is spotted falling behind”
Ofsted
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Class organisation...

We organise children in different ways for different educational purposes. Each year group
has a third teacher enabling children to be taught in smaller groups for mathematics and
literacy. Children work in a range of learning arenas, including within a large group, in small
groups and paired work.
Friendship and mixed-ability groupings are also used, particularly when children are
encouraged to work together. Children who need extra support in literacy or mathematics
will be taught for part of the day individually or in very small groups.
A range of clubs are offered each term from 3:30 pm – 4:20 pm. These range from booster
classes for core subjects, such as mathematics and literacy, to clubs for developing skills
such as social communication, risk taking and fine and gross motor skills. A range of sports
clubs are also offered.

‘‘Pupils are inspired to learn through teaching that is
characterised by energy, enthusiasm, the creative use of
resources and the creation of wonderfully inviting learning
environments’’
Ofsted
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Children with
Special Educational Needs...

There are times when some children need additional support during their school life.
Through our special needs programme, and with assistance from parents/carers, outside
agencies and local special schools, we endeavour to identify promptly a child’s particular
needs, so that individual programmes can be provided when appropriate.
Cyril Jackson has been designated as a school specialising in meeting Speech and
Language needs. We have 20 identified children who travel from across the London
Borough of Tower Hamlets to work in classes across the whole age range and receive
additional help from speech therapists. This is of huge benefit to the school as a whole
because it helps the development of every child by providing a greater understanding of
language.
We ensure that problems are identified as early as possible - the earlier action is taken the
more quickly support can be given. If a child has been identified as having a special
educational need, they will have full access to the National Curriculum. Partnership work with
parents/carers is crucial in this process. The school endeavours to make all
adjustments to ensure every pupil has access to all aspects of school life.

“The promotion of equality of
opportunity is outstanding and at the
heart of all that the school does”
Ofsted
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Personal and social education...

Throughout their time at Cyril Jackson, pupils are made aware of the importance of
personal development – covering a wide range of issues. Many topics will be covered in
the curriculum planning, but other elements are dealt with at the appropriate age and level,
including relationships, personal hygiene, drug education, community cohesion and safety
on roads and other contexts. The subject of conflict resolution may be undertaken using
outside support. Parents/carers are kept informed of issues being addressed and are
invited to be involved.
During their time at Cyril Jackson, children are given the opportunity to learn about aspects
of sex and relationship education, focusing on their changing bodies and the creation of
new life. As children get older, this is presented in small single sex groups, in such a way
that gives due regard to moral considerations and the value of family life. Children’s
questions are answered in an open, sensitive and honest manner in order to avoid
confusion and anxiety.
Parents/carers are invited to meet with teachers and view the teaching materials used prior
to the commencement of the topic. We respect the right of parents/carers to withdraw their
children from all or part of the non science–based lessons.

“Parents are delighted with the school
and all that it does for their children.”
Ofsted
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Exceptional facilities, accessible
to all...

Cyril Jackson is an inclusive school which is fully accessible for disabled children, parents/
carers and staff. All entrances and exits have wheelchair access, there are lifts to upper
floors and disabled access lavatories in all buildings. Convenient on-site visitor parking is
available and there are plans and policies to ensure equality of provision for all children,
regardless of race, religion or ability.
All pupils have access to the school’s excellent facilities, which include: colourful, light and
stimulating classrooms fitted with interactive whiteboards and audio equipment; ‘nurture’
classes for children with SEN; two ICT suites with state of the art facilities; a beautiful nature
garden (containing rare plants and newts); an outdoor ‘classroom’; two spacious assembly
halls with outstanding audio, visual and lighting equipment; a multi-use games area; an
outdoor music garden; two well-stocked libraries; a herb and produce garden; an interactive
website and virtual learning platform; a variety of smaller rooms for 1 to 1/small group work;
two landscaped and well resourced gardens for the Foundation Stage; good-sized outdoor
play areas with climbing equipment surrounded by trees and greenery; and a community
house offering support for parents, carers and the local area (to be completed Summer
2012).

“Pupils show respect for others and for
cultural differences and are inquisitive
and curious.”
Ofsted
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Moral and spiritual well-being...

Religious Education
RE is taught additionally to the National Curriculum by law. We aim to support the spiritual
development of each child by providing knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs,
practices and festivals. In addition, pupils are given the opportunity to explore concepts in
order to understand themselves spiritually.

Collective worship
Assemblies are held daily in different groupings and they are seen as important social and
educational occasions, as well as acts of worship. The celebration of various festivals helps
us focus on the moral and spiritual aspects of school life and to celebrate diversity, a
particular strength of Cyril Jackson, whilst recognising the beliefs we hold in common.
Parents/carers do have the right to withdraw children from religious education and
assemblies. If you feel you may wish to do this, please discuss the matter with the
Headteacher.
Assembly themes encourage children to consider their community and to emphasise the
need for everyone to improve their contribution to it, including skills of co-operation, respect
for others and respect for property. There are opportunities to reflect quietly and celebrate
achievement and success. Visitors from the local community are welcome to participate.
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Committed to home-school
partnership...

A partnership with parents
Our commitment






All our children will have the chance to achieve outstanding academic results.
Teaching will be excellent and challenge pupils to do their best.
The highest standards of behaviour, conduct and safety will be maintained.
All children will make rapid progress in reading, writing and speaking.
All children will develop strong values and be kind to one another.

Parents’ commitment






To support my child’s learning.
To make sure my child reads every night.
To get involved with classes, attend workshops and special events.
To make sure my child comes to school in smart uniform, on time every day with the
right equipment.
To support the Cyril Jackson community so that it is a safe and secure place to learn.

“Outstanding links with parents”
Ofsted

18

How you can help the school...

We welcome your involvement in your child’s
education. We need your help to ensure that
your child makes the most of their time at Cyril
Jackson.

Homework
We have clear expectations for each age group
about the amount of homework set. A copy of
the homework policy can be made available to
you. This will answer any questions you may
have about your child’s homework. Please ask
your child’s teacher if you need any further
advice.

Attend parents’ meetings
We arrange a number of meetings throughout the year so that you can meet with us. These
include:




termly parent/teacher interviews when you can discuss your child’s progress;
parental workshops to support your child.

It is vital that you attend these meetings.

Newsletters
Termly newsletters provide information about class topics and current and future events at
Cyril Jackson. They are aimed to help parents/carers provide support for learning at home.

Website and Fronter
Parents can always find out more about our school by viewing our website at
www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk or through Fronter, our virtual learning platform.

“Our school is like one big family”
Parent
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Educational visits and
residential experiences...

Educational visits and residential trips are part of the school curriculum and are carefully
planned to support the learning of your child. On entry to the school, you are asked to sign
a form allowing your child to visit local places of interest where no transport will be required.
For other visits, you will be asked to sign and return a permission slip.
Children are supervised very closely on all visits.

Charges
There will be some educational visits that need transport and admission fees. We invite you
to make a voluntary contribution to enable the school to continue providing valuable
educational visits which enrich the learning of your child. Residentials are subject to fees.

“What an enjoyable week…
the pupils are polite,
enthusiastic and willing to
try new things…definitely a
great credit to your school”
Hazel Yeadon ,
Gorsefield Rural Studies Centre

“The residential pushed us to
the limit and boosted our
courage and confidence. Now
I have good self esteem.
I know I can do anything!”
Olid, age 11
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Punctuality and attendance...

It is very important that your child arrives at school by 8:55 am. Absence from school can
only usually be justified when your child is ill.
Family holidays, outings and, where possible, medical and dental appointments must be
arranged out of school time. In order to maintain safety for all pupils, the side gates are
locked after 9:05 am. Please use the main gate after this time.
If, for any reason, your child is late or absent, a message or letter must be given to the
school office explaining the reason for the absence/lateness. If you know your child will be
absent, a telephone call before 9:00 am will prevent the automated ‘first day’ call-in system
from being activated.
Lateness and absence are monitored by the Home School Liaison Officers and the Local
Authority, in addition to the Headteacher.
Children should be collected at 3:30 pm in the South Building (Foundation One, Foundation
Two, and Years 5 and 6) and 3:20 pm in the North Building (Years 1, 2, 3 and 4). If your
normal collection arrangements fail, please telephone to let us know before the end of
school.

Holidays during term time
Although the law gives parents/carers permission to request 10 days’ leave during term time
in any one school year, the Local Authority and the Governors of Cyril Jackson School
have agreed a policy whereby any such requests will be turned down.
Children who miss school for this reason, will be marked with an unauthorised absence. If
children have not returned after a further 10 days, their names will be removed from the
school register. Parents/carers must be aware that, with full classes in most year groups, it
is unlikely that your child will get their place back at Cyril Jackson.
Please remember that, like you, the school wants the very best for your child. If you have
any concerns, however trivial, please come and talk to us as soon as possible. We have
translators/interpreters available during the school day.

“Expectations of everyone are high”
Ofsted
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Child health...

Medicines
It is the Local Authority policy that no medicines or tablets are brought to school and the
administering of medicines should be undertaken out of school hours, unless a consent
form (obtained from the office) is completed. In special circumstances, however, you may
arrange to administer the medicines during school times. Any such medicines should be in
a labelled box with instructions.

Asthma
Cyril Jackson keeps a register of asthma sufferers and the type of medication the child
takes - please let us know if your child is asthmatic. We would expect the blue inhaler to be
kept in school in a labelled box and taken to all swimming lessons, visits and outings.

First aid
If a child has a minor bump or injury, they will be treated at school by a qualified first aider.

Emergencies
In the event of a more serious injury, parents/carers will be contacted immediately. It is
important that you keep us informed of any changes of address or telephone number.
Please remember that it is your responsibility to take your child to hospital. Hospitals will
not treat children unless a parent/carer is present.

Equal Opportunities
We endeavour to ensure that all members of the school community have equality of
opportunity and treat each other with equal respect irrespective of origin, belief, gender or
ability. We recognise and value the diversity of culture and language and aim to reflect this
in all aspects of school life.

“Outstanding care and support for
pupils”
Ofsted

23

School uniform...

We ask parents/carers to ensure that their child is dressed in the correct school uniform
every day. Please talk to a member of staff in the office if you have any difficulties in buying
a school uniform.
All items can be ordered through the office. However, you may prefer to buy the uniform
from other stockists. We ask you to ensure that your child wears:

Boys

Girls

Winter uniform – Autumn & Spring Term
Dark grey/black trousers
(no tracksuits)
White polo shirt
(with or without school logo)
Royal blue sweatshirt
Black shoes or black trainers

Winter uniform – Autumn & Spring Term
Dark grey/black trousers
(no tracksuits)
Dark grey/black skirt or pinafore
White polo shirt
(with or without school logo)
Royal blue sweatshirt
Royal blue cardigan
Royal blue/dark grey/white
/black Hijab
Black shoes or black trainers

Summer uniform – Summer Term
(optional)
White polo shirt
Dark grey/black shorts

Summer uniform – Summer Term
(optional)
Blue gingham dress
Royal blue cardigan

Only school logos can be worn on the uniform. Book bags can be purchased from the
office. Please write your child’s name on all items of clothing.

Jewellery
For safety reasons, please do not allow your child to wear any jewellery to school, except
stud sleepers.

Hair
Please ensure that long hair is tied up, away from the face.
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School meals
and healthy eating...
School Meals
Cyril Jackson is a ‘Healthy School’ and balanced diets are encouraged as part of a healthy
lifestyle. School dinners are prepared daily, are all Halal and a vegetarian option is
available everyday. The menu is displayed on the notice board in both offices. If your child
has any special dietary requirements, please let us know.
Lunchtime is a very important part of our school day. Our Midday Meals Supervisors play a
vital role in ensuring that the highest standards of behaviour are maintained. We aim to
make lunchtimes relaxed and enjoyable, at the same time as providing a well-ordered
environment.

Dinner Money
The school policy is that children need to have the same choice of lunch each week.
Therefore, children will either have school dinners or packed lunch for a whole week.
Dinner money is only accepted on a Monday morning. It needs to be in a sealed envelope,
clearly marked with your child’s name and class. Dinner money needs to be paid every
week and in advance. If your child is absent any day, meals will be credited to you for the
following week.
Your child is eligible for free school meals, if you receive some benefits. Please see a
member of office staff if you require help.

Snacks
Cyril Jackson recognises the benefits of healthy snacks for physical well-being and as an
aid to concentration in class. Honey wheat bagels and fruit are provided at break times for
all year groups and every child is given a water bottle to use during lessons. The school
does not allow the consumption of sweets, chocolate, chewing gum or carbonated/fizzy
drinks. Milk is available for all Foundation One (Nursery) and Foundation Two (Reception)
children, free of charge.

Breakfast Club
This is available for the children of working parents/carers or students at a small charge.
Please enquire at the office for more information.

‘‘Pupils respond outstandingly well to
the school’s promotion of healthy
eating’’
Ofsted
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Useful information...

School times
Full time children:
North Building (Years 1, 2, 3 & 4)
9:00 am – 3:20 pm
South Building (Foundation Two (Reception),
Years 5 & 6)
9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Part-time children in Nursery:
9:00 am – 12 noon
Full-time children in Nursery:
9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Your child must arrive before 9.00 am. Registers are taken at exactly 9:05 am. Any child
arriving after this time will be marked as late. Lessons begin at 9:05 am - children arriving
late disrupt the teaching and learning of others. Both playgrounds are supervised from
8:50 am to enable children to be left safely.

Personal property
Children are asked not to bring any personal possessions to school, unless specifically
requested by the teacher. The staff and governors cannot accept responsibility for damage
or loss to personal possessions. There is a risk that damage might be caused if property is
brought onto premises without specific permission of the Headteacher.
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Inspiring minds through opportunity...

1

3

6

2

4

5

7

1 A Learning Partner from Barclays Capital providing 1:1 Literacy support 2 An educational visit to Tower Bridge 3 Archery practice at Fairplay House, Essex
4 Meeting Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff, Bob Diamond and Darren Clarke at the Barclays Capital Charities Showcase 5 Rock climbing during a residential visit
6 Watching Olympic gymnastics heats at the o2 Arena 7 Pupils attending a presentation at Starbucks, Canary Wharf.
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8

9

11

13

10

12

14

15

8 A pupil enjoying an ice-cream treat to celebrate the school’s outstanding pupil attendance (the highest out of all schools in LB of Tower Hamlets)
9 Pupils attending a press launch at the Natural History Museum, South Kensington 10 Pupils enjoying flute lessons 11 Coastal studies during a residential trip
12 A visit from the Rt. Hon. Jim Fitzpatrick MP during a Black History Month celebration 13 Maths work in Nursery 14 Meeting Sir Ian McKellen during a visit to the school
15 Outdoor activities at a venture centre in Essex.
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And finally...

Available documents
The following documents are available for you to borrow or read on the premises:

All policies and schemes of work in current use at the school.

All Tower Hamlets Local Authority reports.

OFSTED inspection reports which relate specifically to this school.
You will also be provided with the school prospectus free of charge.

Complaints
In the first instance, a complaint should be addressed to the Headteacher, who will aim to
solve the situation. However, if felt necessary, the next step would be to contact the Chair
of Governors who will inform the Local Authority that a complaint has been
received. Every effort will be made by the Governing Body to resolve the concern.

Note
This prospectus is not a legal document and does not form the basis of a contractual
obligation. It is used for information only and is accurate at the time of publication.
It is regularly reviewed.

“I would like to thank you for Cyril Jackson school’s
participation in the photo shoots. Your help was invaluable
to the success of the shoots and we are delighted with the
photography taken during our time at Cyril Jackson.”
Victoria Redfern, Active Kids Brand Manager, Sainsbury’s

North Building
South Building

