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NEWSLETTER, FEBRUARY 2020
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Thank you to all parents and carers for your
ongoing support over Spring 1. I am
delighted to be appointed as Head Teacher
of Cyril Jackson Primary School and I am
looking forward to maintaining and
strengthening our partnership with you all.
This half term the pupils have continued to benefit
from a wide range of enrichment events, developing
their creativity and rousing their aspirations by
watching Christmas Carol and Treasure Island at the
theatre, attending specialist workshops at the V&A
and even visiting Lullingstone Roman Villa over the
weekend.
Our pupils went through a rigorous
recruitment process and the school
council have successfully appointed
Assembly Ushers, Display Monitors,
Gardeners, Referees, Journalists,
Library Monitors, Recycling Monitors
and IT Technicians. A huge well done
to our councillors who took an
instrumental role by being on the panel
and leading the interviews with myself, Miss Boyle
and Miss Beckford.
The pupils continue to show our CJ values of
kindness, aspiration and integrity by applying to work
at school and help us make improvements

Back to school Monday 24 February 2020

24 Feb
25 Feb
26 Feb
27 Feb
28 Feb
02 Mar
04 Mar
05 Mar
05 Mar
06 Mar
16 Mar
17 Mar
30 Mar
31 Mar
01 Apr
02 Apr
03 Apr

First day back
Nursery & Reception Kidnap Your Child
Y5 & Y6 Kidnap Your Child
Y1 & Y2 Kidnap Your Child
Y3 & Y4 Kidnap Your Child
Y3 & Y4 Assembly
Y1 & Y2 Assembly
World Book Day
Y5 & Y6 Assembly
Nursery & Reception Assembly
Y6 Healthy Heart Workshop
Y2 Parent Workshop—SATs
Autism Awareness Week
Y1 & Y2 Family Homework Workshop
Y3 & Y4 Family Homework Workshop
Parents / Carers Evening
Last day of term
Easter Holidays
6 April 2020 to 17 April 2020

PARENT PAY
If you need any assistance setting up your Parent
Pay account, please come and see a member of the
admin team. They will be able to help you activate
your account.

We have been absolutely blown away by the Family
Homework Projects. They have shown such
creativity and have been a great success. Can you
spot them displayed around the school?
The Rights Respecting Guardians have been very
busy working with parents and pupils teaching them
about wants and needs. The guardians have
continued to demonstrate our CJ values of kindness,
integrity and respect.
A big thank you to all the parents who have activated
their Parent Pay accounts and are helping us
achieve our cashless goal, and thank you to the
admin team who have all worked tirelessly to ensure
a smooth transition. Lastly, a big thank you to the
staff and governors for their hard work and
dedication.

HUMPTY DUMPTY CONTROVERSY

Humpty Dumpty has arrived at Cyril Jackson and
caused some very serious commotion! Should he
stay or should he go? Some pupils have even started
a petition to make sure he stays. Which side are you
on?

NEWS & INFORMATION
ATHLETICS CHAMPION
One of our Year 1 students won Gold in
the Cross Country Athletics Competition,
Well done!

MARRAKECH MARATHON
One of our students in Poplar class ran 5k
of the Marrakech Half Marathon with his
family to raise money for the Human Relief
Foundation. Well done!

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD
We are incredibly proud one of our exstudents, who has just received her offer
letter from Oxford. Well done and good luck!

MISS WORLD
One of our pupils was invited to Toni-Ann
Singh’s crowning, winner of Miss World
2019. We’re all very jealous!

STAFF NEWS

We welcome a new member of staff to
the CJ family; Miss Zakaria joined us in
January and has been working with Elm Class.
We welcome back Ms Begum, Ms
Khatun and Miss McCall from maternity
leave. Miss McCall will be joining the
Nursery team, Ms Khatun will be returning as
Higher Level Teaching Assistant in Reception
and Ms Begum will join the Year 3 team.
We say goodbye and good luck to Mrs
Charles, who has resigned. Mrs Charles has
gone back to teaching.
Mrs Olden will be going on maternity leave.
Good luck on the birth of your second child!
Lastly, the Governing Body are delighted to
announce that Hodo Dirir has been appointed
Headteacher at Cyril Jackson, effective
immediately. Hodo has been Acting Head
since October following the departure of Gillian
Kemp. Congratulations Mrs Dirir!

RIGHTS GUARDIANS

The Rights Guardians hosted a parents’ event where
they informed parents about Children’s Rights (The
UN Convention of the Rights of the Child).
Our amazing Guardians wrote and presented their
own work. And it was a huge success! There were
lots of debates and lots of information was passed
on. Thank you to everyone who attended. Look out
for more from the Rights Guardians later on in the
Spring Term.

NO NUTS
Gentle reminder to all parents:
please do not bring any nuts or
nut containing products into the
school.

PARENT WORKSHOPS
Thank you for the continued support from parents
who actively take part in their children’s journey at
Cyril Jackson by attending as many workshops with
their children as they can. We really appreciate your
contribution to CJ life! This half term we organised
Maths, Reading, D&T,
E-learning, Parent Pay
and SIP Questionnaire
workshops, a big thank
you to all the parents that
were able to attend!

MAGIC BREAKFAST

A tray of warm bagel chunks greets children as they
arrive in the playground every morning. Cyril Jackson
work in partnership with Magic Breakfast to ensure
that every child in the school has the chance to
access healthy food before the start of lessons.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION
SCIENCE WEEK

Science Week at CJ has been explosive! Miss Kent,
the Science Co-ordinator, has worked tirelessly to
ensure every child at CJ gained extensive knowledge
on Climate Change and the impact of pollution and
deforestation on our planet.

DEBATE MATE

As part of CJ’s new enrichment curriculum, our year
5 and 6 pupils attend Debate Mate every Tuesday
after school. Y6 went to the Urban Debate League
and went up against different local primary schools.
They had to use techniques they had learned and
convince the judges that they were the top speakers.
The children love interrupting each other with a ‘point
of information’!

SOFT PLAY FUN WITH ELM CLASS

Once a week Elm class visit the Tiller centre for a
Soft Play extravaganza. The children love climbing
and playing together.

FAMILY HOMEWORK

Look at these amazing pieces which some of our
families created together for their family homework
projects! How many aeroplanes can you spot?

CODING HOUR @ CJ
The children have started
to learn how to code as
part of the computing
curriculum.

MUSIC ENGINEERING AT CJ
Year 4 are learning how to make music on the
computer using ‘Makey Makey’ with a professional
music engineer!

TRIPS & EVENTS
FIRST INAUGRAL CRACKER FESTIVAL

As part of their DT project, Year 6 made their own
crackers and invited their parents for afternoon tea.
They made sweet and savoury toppings, we hope the
parents enjoyed eating as much as the pupils enjoyed

baking!

Oak class had a tremendous time at
London Zoo. They spotted giraffes
and lions and had the opportunity to
pet some of the animals and even met
some scientists! They found out about
what vets and conservationists at the
Zoo do and found out more about
different types of scientists that work
with animals.

YEAR 1 MEET SOME FRIENDLY FARM
ANIMALS
Year 1 visited Stepney Farm this Spring and learnt
about plants and farm animals. Some of the children
even got the chance to pet and feed the animals.
What animals can you spot in the pictures?

MUSEUM OF LONDON FUN

Reception class visited the Museum of London and
played with lots of different toys.

TREASURE ISLAND
Year 2 visited the Peacock Theatre to watch
Treasure Island. As a
special treat the children
watched the orchestra set
up and learnt all about the
different instruments in an
full orchestra. The children
really enjoyed this trip.

ENRICHMENT
A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Year 4, 5 and 6 had a great time at the Old Vic
Theatre immersed in Dickensian London.

TRIP TO LULLINGSTONE

Mr Read took a group of students to Lullingstone
Roman Villa and Oldbury Hill where the children
explored the countryside and dressed and lived as
old Roman farmers.

ENRICHMENT TRIP TO CORINTHIA HOTEL
A group of Reception and Year 1 children visited the
Corinthia Hotel where they explored the building,
decorated their own biscuits and received a lovely gift.

TRIP TO VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM

Year 2 attended the Literacy Live workshop at the
V&A. Museum objects are fantastic starting points for
storytelling. Professional performers encouraged the
pupils to explore narrative structure and vocabulary
and perform to each other using objects they found in
the museum.

Year 5 & 6 also visited the museum. The children
learned about the patterns in Islamic Art and, made
tessellating patterns. The children experimented with
different shapes to make patterns, and then they
then moved onto Victorian patterns.
back!

WHAT TO DO
IDEA STORES - FREE SESSIONS

Harry Potter Activities

Special Harry Potter book reading followed by a quiz.

Saturday 15 February, 2pm - 3pm
Idea Store Chrisp Street
Spring Art Club [Ages 5+]

Celebrate Spring by drawing on our spring mural

Sunday 16 February, 2:15 - 3:30pm
Idea Store Canary Wharf
Special Story Time [Under 5s]

Join us for a fun session of singing and rhyming

Monday 17 February, 10:30 - 11:15am
Idea Store Whitechapel
Tower Hamlets Creative Writing Competition

This February half term, authors will be hosting free writing workshops at the Idea Stores. Attend a workshop to get ideas and enter
Tower Hamlets Creative Writing Competition.

Tuesday 18 February, 2:30 - 3:30pm
Idea Store Bow

TH Writing Competition [Year 5 & 6 Children]

A fun creative writing workshop delivered by a special guest author!

Wednesday 19 February, 2pm - 3pm
Idea Store Chrisp Street
Chess Club [Ages: 7+]

Run by Chess in Schools and Communities. Join our chess club
and see who will be the ultimate chess king

Wednesday 19 February, 5:00 - 6:00pm
Idea Store Whitechapel

Creative Workshop Run by School Library Service

Discover how to structure and develop a short story with the help of
an author for the Creative Writing Competition 2020

Thursday 20 February, 3:00 - 4:00pm
Idea Store Whitechapel
22 February, 2pm - 3pm
Idea Store Chrisp Street
Spring Art Club [Ages 5+]

Celebrate the start of Spring by drawing birds, flowers and animals
to put up on our spring mural

LIMEHOUSE PROJECT EUSS WORKSHOPS
The Limehouse Project is delivering information
workshops on European Union Settlement Scheme
applications. These may be of interest to parents and
staff who are from Europe and need to make the
application if they wish to remain in the UK
after Brexit

Sunday 23 February, 2:15 - 3:30pm
Idea Store Canary Wharf

