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NEWSLETTER, MARCH 2013 

LAPTOPS AND DONGLES  
FOR ALL YEAR 6 PUPILS 

Following a donation from one of our partner 

organisations, we are delighted to advise that 

each child in Year 6 will be loaned a               

Chromebook laptop and dongle for the                   

remainder of their time at Cyril Jackson. 

The aim of the initiative is to allow pupils to 

embed ICT in their homework tasks, to use 

the internet for research purposes and to 

improve their ICT skills. 

We are sure you will agree that this is an 

amazing opportunity for our children to      

consolidate their school learning at home.  

Workshops and e-safety leaflets for all     

parents have been, and will continue to be,    

provided (see back page). 

FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK! 

We say a fond farewell, but not good bye, to 

a number of staff members this term.   

Rebecca Gittins is starting her maternity 

leave and is moving home to Wales.   

Sarah Braithwaite is also starting her            

maternity leave.  

Paul Watson is leaving to spend more time 

with his family, whilst continuing to teach in 

schools in Tower Hamlets and Hackney. 

Linda Gilmore is leaving to work as a Speech 

and Language Therapist in the                    

LB of Kensington and Chelsea.   

We thank all staff members for 

their hard work and commitment to 

CJ.   

 

 

 

 

A NEW COMMUNITY LIBRARY FOR CJ  

We are thrilled to unveil our ambitious plans 

to build a new library in the grounds of the 

North Building.   

As a school, we fundamentally believe that if 

our children are to succeed as lifelong            

learners and citizens of the 21st Century, we 

need to do more to develop and encourage 

reading for pleasure.   

Our aim, therefore, is to ensure this is at the 

heart of what we do at Cyril Jackson and    

extending the NB with the sole purpose of 

providing a dedicated library and librarian will 

help to ensure the best start for all our     

children and families. 

We are over half way with raising the 

£150,000 needed to fund this project, but we 

need your help.  If you can support us by    

donating any amount, please log onto the 

Schools Funding Network: 

www.schoolsfundingnetwork.co.uk/schools/
cyril-jackson-primary-school/library-
extension   

To view an animated 3-D scheme, see:  

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
features/north-building-library ATTENDANCE 

WATCH 

95.96% 
On the up, 

but keep it up! 



NEWS & EVENTS  

CJ AWARDED BRONZE STATUS                  

INVESTORS IN PEOPLE AWARD 

We are delighted to announce that CJ has 

been awarded the higher-level bronze status 

from Investors in People, the business        

improvement service.  IiP is a nationally     

recognised framework which gives people the 

assurance that they are working for an      

organisation that cares about improving     

performance and realising together common 

objectives through the effective                    

encouragement and development of their                 

people.  This is a great achievement.  Thank 

you to all staff members involved. 

 

 

 

BOOK WEEK 2013 

A great time was had by all during this year’s 

Book Week.  And, as promised, it proved to be 

a week jam-packed full of book fun and       

excitement!   

RED NOSE DAY 

CJ certainly got 

into the spirit of 

‘doing something 

funny for money’ 

to support Comic Relief this year.  The theme 

was Wear it Wonky and children eagerly wore 

their uniforms back to front, inside out, the 

wrong way round or just simply wonky! 

A great day was had by all and we raised 

£560 for this deserving charity. 

Well done and thank you to all! 

FOOTBALL ACHIEVEMENT 

Well done to the Year 6 football team which 

competed in the borough tournament final on 

Friday 22 March and which came fifth out of 

the 66 schools participating.  A special                 

mention goes to Abdrahman Abdo Lae from 

Year 3 who only recently joined the team, but 

scored during the match!  

Congratulations to all team members! 

 

http://www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/liveblog/315121850789277697.jpg


YEAR 5 TO THE 
ROYAL                               

INSTITUTION                                         

OF GREAT BRITAIN 

As part of their     

science investigations 

into solids and        

liquids, Year 5 had 

t h e  a m a z i n g                        

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o        

undertake experiments at the L'Oréal Young                     

Scientist Centre at the Royal Institution       

earlier this month.  During the visit, children 

worked in the laboratories to create their 

own shampoo.   

The Royal Institution is the oldest                         

independent research body in the world and is 

devoted to scientific education and research.  

The more recent addition of the L'Oréal  

Young Scientist Centre 

allows young people to 

explore all aspects of 

science and technology 

outside the classroom. 

G&T TRIP TO HOWLETTS ANIMAL 

PARK, KENT 

Mr Read took a group of children on Saturday 

9 March to Howletts Wild Animal Park near 

Canterbury.  Amongst others collections, the 

park is most famous for having some of the 

largest family groups of Western Lowland   

Gorilla in the world and children had the    

opportunity to see and learn about these 

amazing mammals.  Although gorillas are now 

one of the most        

endangered species, 

Howletts is a world 

leader in their captive 

ma n a g em e n t  a n d 

breeding and, 

to date, the 

parks have 

had around 

130 births! 

NURSERY TO THE 
SOANE CENTRE 

Nursery children went on a 

trip to the Soane Centre, 

Mile End, this month with 

the aim of promoting        

independence, encouraging 

the children to question why 

things happen and to look in 

detail at creatures, animals 

and the environment.      

What a treat! 
 

Ife delighted to be holding a newt! 

RECEPTION TO THE                                      
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

On 11 March, Reception visited the dinosaur 

gallery at the Natural History Museum in 

South Kensington.  The children have been 

studying the pre-historic reptilian creatures 

and we are sure the 

legendary moving     

T-Rex (pictured) will 

be remembered for 

a long time to come!  

A great day was had 

by all.  

RECENT TRIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIAL NETWORKING 
GUIDE FOR PARENTS 

Look out for our new              

parent guide to social              

networking and e-safety.  

We are aware of the     

issues which can arise from 

this increasingly popular 

way for children to      

communicate and we are keen to encourage all 

parents to feel confident with their         

child/ren’s use of this social media.  

If you have any queries or concerns, do not 

hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher. 

FREE EASTER EVENTS 

It may be cold outside, but don’t stay at 

home all Easter...take advantage of the wide 

array of free local events and activities. 
 

Museum of London and                 

Museum of Docklands 

Look out for the Free holiday 
fun for families leaflets, jam- 

packed full of free events. 
 

Geffrye Museum, Kingsland Road 

Free workshops and activities including baking 

herbal biscuits, creating seasonal headwear 

and taking part in a treasure hunt around the 

gardens.  For more information, visit… 

www.geffrye-museum.org.uk/whatson/events 
 

Mudchute City Farm, Isle of Dogs 

A timetable of great activities are planned at 

Mudchute Farm, including goat feeding,      

animal handling as well as two fun days and 

the 2013 Mudchute Dog Show! 

www.mudchute.org/events 
 

Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green 

Easter at the Museum of Childhood promises 

to be a spectacular event filled with        

chocolate eggs, bunnies and fantastic games. 

www.museumofchildhood.org.uk/whats-on/
events-and-activities 
 

Ragged School Museum, Copperfield Road 

Experience a slice of Victorian 

life and enjoy a range of free 

activities. 

www .raggedschoo lmuseum. 
org.uk 

INFORMATION & FREE LOCAL EVENTS 

LOCAL EASTER                
HOLIDAY FUN 

 

Easter Eggstravaganza, 

Saturday 7 April 

Victoria Park, (Victoria 

a n d  A l e x a n d r a                  

Playground Building, 

Grove Road), from 12 noon. 
 

Easter egg hunt, Sunday 8 April 

Mile End Park (Children’s Park, Locksley 

Street), 12:30 - 3:00 pm 
 

Idea Stores and libraries across the      

borough will be hosting a range of activities 

over the Easter break, including card and 

Easter Bunny making, a fashion show and film 

viewings. 
 

For more information, see: 

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/news_events/news/
march/easter_holiday_fun 

 

 


