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NEWSLETTER, FEB/MAR 2014 

NORTH BUILDING LIBRARY EXTENSION 

It is with much excitement that we report 

that the library extension project has begun!  

This will be an amazing addition to the                 

excellent facilities at CJ, but please bear 

with us during the interim period of                       

disruption (see the back page for details of 

the temporary changes in place). 

WHERE ARE 

YOU NOW? 

Did you go to 

school at CJ? 

Or perhaps you 

once worked 

here? Either 

way, we would love to know about your                    

favourite memories and what you are doing 

now.  This month we are pleased to announce 

the launch of the Where Are They Now? area 

on our website which enables past pupils and  

former staff members to leave messages 

about their time at CJ.   

To access, see: 

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
where-are-they-now 

EXCEPTIONALLY  EFFECTIVE:                            
CJ AMONGST THE UK’S 1% TOP                 

PERFORMING  PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

We are absolutely          

delighted to report 

that we have received 

a letter from the              

Minister of State for 

Schools, Rt Hon David 

L a w s  M P ,                              

congratulating us on 

t h e  e x c e l l e n t                              

performance of our 

pupils in the 2013 Key 

Stage 2 SATs Tests. Our results placed us 

amongst the top 250 schools in the UK for 

progress, which means that we are in the top 

1% of schools for this aspect of our                     

performance! 

Mr Laws stated: ‘Your school is exceptionally 
effective in educating its pupils...it is clear  
that you and your staff have provided your 
pupils with a good start in life and a strong 
springboard into secondary education’. 

Congratulations and thank you to all our                  

pupils, parents and staff; this is a team 

achievement and we are very proud of this 

recognition by a senior Government minister. 

The letter is available on our 

website at:  
 

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets 
.sch.uk/features/  

2013-primary-performance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
WATCH 

96.18% 
 

Keep going everyone! 

 

The Rt Hon David Laws MP   
Minister of State for Schools in 
the Department for Education and 
Minister of State in the                      
Cabinet Office 



NEWS & INFORMATION 

 

TENNIS  SESSIONS 

We have been advised of some new             

tennis sessions starting from next Monday 3 

March, 4:45 - 5:45 pm at York Hall Leisure 

Centre, Old Ford Road E2 9PJ. 

The sessions are run by Tower Hamlets            
Tennis  for young people with disabilities aged 

8-18 years and will cater for all abilities. 

Sessions are normally £2, but there is an             

opportunity to try two free taster sessions. 

For more information and to book, email      

info@towerhamletstennis.org.uk or contact 

P a t r i c k  H o p k i n s  a t                                                 

patrick.hopkins@accesssport.org.uk or on 

0207 993 9883. 

 

 

 

 GUITAR                    
CONCERT                          

REHEARSAL AT                                 

RICH MIX THEATRE 

Miss Brampton took a 

group of musical Year 5 

and 6 pupils to a              

guitar rehearsal at The 

Rich Mix Theatre, Bethnal Green, on           

Wednesday 26 February.  The event was led 

by THAMES (Tower Hamlets Arts and Music 

Education Service) and was an opportunity for 

all children in the borough who are receiving 

school guitar lessons to come together and 

rehearse some ensemble pieces for a concert 

during the Summer term.  All their hard work 

has been paying off!                  

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th March 

As part of the World Book Day celebrations, 

taking place on 6 March, we have planned a 

week packed full of book-tastic activities, 

events and competitions.  Parents/carers are 

warmly invited to the Big Breakfast Reads 
and Reading Kidnaps (see details below).   

Don’t forget: children are invited to dress as 

their favourite book character for the Best 

Dressed Competition on Friday 7 March              

(£1 donation to Book Aid International).   

For more details, see www.worldbookday.com 

 MARBLE TREATS 

Year 2 received a marble treat 

(rewards for whole class effort 

achieved by earning marbles) this 

term.  As reward for their excellent team 

work skills, they had a picnic followed by    

activities in Barley Mow Park. Well done Yr2! 

PARENT  EVENTS 

Tuesday, 4th March (South Building) & 
Thursday, 6th March (North Building)       
8:20-8:50 am                                                       
Big Breakfast Reads                                                  
Come and read the daily news with your 
child and enjoy a delicious breakfast                                  
(NB and SB halls) 

Thursday, 6th March, 2:30-3:30 pm                                        
FS & KS1 Reading Kidnap                                                           
Parents ‘kidnap’ their children to read                                    
(Nursery & Reception: SB hall;                                 
Years 1 & 2: NB hall) 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU! 

 



YEAR 3 TO THE                                              

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

As part of their 

science topic on 

teeth and eating 

this term, Year 3               

v i s i t e d  t h e  

Natural History 

Museum in South 

Kensington on 4 and 

6  F e b r u a r y .                              

Pupils explored the                

m u s e u m ’ s  w o r l d                

f a m o u s  m a m m a l s              

gallery,  which houses a 

life-sized blue whale… 

and learnt that it is 

equal in weight to 

4,975 Year 3 pupils!  

That is HEAVY! 

RECENT TRIPS & EVENTS 

RECEPTION TO THE 

SOANES CENTRE 

As part of their Where the 
Wild Things Are theme,   

Reception visited the Soanes 

Centre in Mile End on 4 and 

26 February.   

During the trip the children 

went on a mini beast safari  

where they tramped through 

woodlands and flower meadows, overturned 

stones, pushed over logs, hunted for mini 

beasts (and other 

wild things), looked 

for animal homes and           

discovered who eats 

whom. 

The children had a 

brilliant time! 

GROUP OF YEAR 6 PUPILS ATTEND                  

JOURNALISM EVENT AT CITY UNIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 14 February, a group of children from 

Year 6 spent the day at City University in 

Northumberland Square, Central London, at a 

pr int  journa l i sm careers  event .                                      

The aim of the day was to stimulate career 

aspirations amongst pupils and to   

introduce them to life as a university 

student - with the support of a group 

of  City  Univers i ty  student                     

ambassadors.  What a great 

experience! 

EXPLODING CUSTARD                 

SCIENCE SHOW 

Pupils were served a treat on             

27 February...exploding custard!  

CJ received a visit from                 

I a n  R u s s e l l  a n d  h i s                            

internationa l ly acclaimed              

science show which covered 

combustion, liquids and gases, pressure,            

conservation of energy and the scientific               

process. The main aim was for children to be 

empowered and inspired, feel more confident 

in their abilities and buzz with a lasting              

desire to observe, think, discuss and                        

experiment!  By the looks on 

their faces, there is no doubt our 

children were inspired by what 

they saw! 

For instant website 
access, scan the QR code 



LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
TEMPORARY CHANGES                            

TO THE NORTH BUILDING 

We are delighted to announce that the North 

Building library extension has begun! 

Since this is a major building project, we have 

needed to implement a number of temporary 

changes.  These include: 

 The front entrance gate on Three             

Colt Street will be closed.   

 Access to the front entrance and Debbie’s 

temporarily relocated office will be via 

the next gate further along Three Colt 

Street. 
 The front entrance and Debbie’s office 

will be relocated to the rear of the staff 

room.  If you need to speak to Debbie or 

for pupil arrivals and departures outside 

of the usual times, parents/carers are to 

use this gate and walk to the entrance in 

the courtyard opposite Mr Higgins’s (Year 

2) classroom door. 
 This will also be the access point used for 

collecting pupils from after school clubs. 

 Please note: the playground entrance will 

be unaffected. Please use this as normal 

for all start of school drop offs and end 

of school collections. 

Finally, please be prompt with collecting            

children at the end of the day - space is             

limited. 

INFORMATION 

GOVERNOR FOCUS                 

Every month we interview 

a school governor to  

learn what motivates 

them to lead our school.  

This month we focus               

on Francisca Siow,                 

Community Governor.  

How long have you been a Governor? 

My involvement with CJ started when I became a               
reading and numbers partner through my former firm, 
Barclays Capital back in 2004. Two years later I became 
a governor of the school. 
 

What does your role involve? 
I see my role on the GB as two-fold: to offer support 
and to be a critical friend of the school. It is only 
through challenging both the administration and           
ourselves as governors that the school will continue to 
excel in every aspect. 
 

What does the GB do? 
The entire GB meets once a term and its subcommittees 
meet at other times. We discuss school-related issues, 
including: ensuring all appropriate policies are in place 
and up to date; reviewing the budget and finances;               
scrutinising the school's academic results; approving all 
capital spending. 
 

What motivates you to be a Governor? 
When I became a Governor, my two children were of 
primary school age. Although they were privately                 
educated, I passionately believe in state education as I 
myself was state educated in Singapore. I feel there is 
unnecessarily too big a gap between private and state 
education and that being a Governor enables me to make 
a difference in narrowing that gap. 
 

Name a strength/something you like about CJ? 
The school has a strong management team who care 
passionately about educating children, but also ensuring 
their general well-being. 
 

Can you recall an amusing comment in one of 

your old school reports? 
Singapore school reports are often harsh and critical. 
Talkative, inattentive and lazy were common words in 
my school reports over the years! 

PARENT/CARERS’ EVENING                     

CHANGE OF DATE 

Owing to the planned NUT industrial action 

taking place on 26 March, Parents’/Carers’ 

Evening has been rescheduled 

to Thursday 27 March. 

We apo log i se  for  any                            

inconvenience this may cause. 

  

Francisca Siow 

 


