
Kickstart Reading



RATIONALE

• Remote Learning – many children did 
not have access to real books

• Get children back into the habit of 
reading 



BENEFITS OF READING

• there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, reading 
enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011). 

• Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 
educational success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 2002). 

• There is a positive link between positive attitudes towards reading and 
scoring well on reading assessments (Twist et al, 2007). 

• Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with 
higher scores in reading assessments (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009). 

• Evidence suggests that reading for pleasure is an activity that has 
emotional and social consequences (Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 



BOOK REVIEWS -EYFS



BOOK REVIEWS – KS1



BOOK REVIEWS – Y3



BOOK REVIEWS – Y4



BOOK REVIEWS – UKS2



BOOK REVIEWS- Fiction

Character:
The people, animals on the story.
Protagonist/antagonist

Setting
Where is the story set?
When is the story set?

Plot 
What happens in the story?
Sequence of events
Beginning, middle, problem end/resolution
Do not reveal ending in book reviews.

Theme
Main message or ideas in a 
story, e.g. courage, 
friendship, 



TOP TIPS

• Describe what they enjoyed – give reasons, use evidence from book 
• Describe what they disliked – give reasons 
• Discuss/summarise what happens in the story – avoid giving away 

spoilers or reveal the end
• Discuss characters – favourite character
• Analyse a character in detail:  ‘I found this character intriguing because…’
• Did they want to continue reading the book? Was it gripping/interesting?
• Evaluate - Would they recommend it to other? Provide reasons.



Your role in promoting reading for pleasure

• Read aloud to them/listen to your child read

• Ask them questions about what they are reading 

• Monitor their reading – reading records

• Help them to be critical readers

As young people’s 

attitudes towards reading 

reflect their experiences 

of reading at home, and 

at school, in 

childhood and beyond, 

providing an enjoyable 

shared reading 

experience at home can 

help to turn our children 

into life-long readers.


