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NEWSLETTER, JULY 2012 

FAREWELL YEAR 6!  

 

Everyone at CJ wishes our 

outstanding Year 6 cohort 

the very best of luck in their 

future education and careers.  

It is hoped you will always 

look back on your time here 

with much fondness 

and happiness.   

Keep in touch! 

ATTENDANCE 
WATCH 

97% 
Simply           outstanding! 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER... 

We have had another hugely successful year at Cyril Jackson.  I am      

extremely proud of the progress and achievement seen in all year 

groups, but especially Year 6 this year which attained the best Key 

Stage 2 results CJ has ever had.  The children are leaving as                   

conscientious, hardworking young adults fully prepared for the next 

stage of their learning journey, which I have no doubt will be equally as 

successful.  

I am also delighted with the results of the Year 1 phonics screening - 

which, we hope, will be amongst the highest in Tower Hamlets.  A true 

testament to the power and success of the Read Write Inc. phonics 

programme implemented this year. 

Finally, I must also mention CJ’s record breaking pupil attendance which, at 97%, is the highest 

out of all schools in Tower Hamlets for a second year running!  Thank you to all our pupils and 

parents for your continued support. 

I wish all our families a well-earned and restful Summer holiday.  As always, I really value the 

support, suggestions and input from parents/carers and I look forward to another successful 

year in partnership with you.  I look forward to seeing all pupils refreshed, reinvigorated and 

ready to learn on Wednesday 5 September. 

 

 



It is with much sadness that a number of 

teaching staff are leaving at the end of this 

year.  Everyone at CJ is tremendously               

grateful for all the hard work,                              

professionalism, energy, enthusiasm and               

effort displayed by these teachers. 

 

 

Unta Taiwo is moving to 

Australia to be closer to 

her family.  It is not good 

bye, just farewell... 

 
 

 

Michelle Jurcic and her 

family are relocating to 

Bristol.  All at CJ wish you 

the best of luck in your 

new home! 

 

 

 

Lisa Powell has a new job 

in Battersea where she will 

be a Nursery teacher.  

Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

Claire Watson is moving 

home to Ireland to be 

closer to her family.  Best 

of luck for the future. 

FAREWELLS... 

 

We are also very sad to report that a number 

of Teaching Assistants (and one EYE!) are    

also leaving us to begin teacher training.  All 

at CJ wish you the very best of luck with your 

courses and we hope to see you in a year’s 

time… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also say goodbye to Estelle Longcroft, 

The Place2Be Project Manager, and Becky   

Allen, who worked in Year 3.  Best of luck! 

 

 

Beth Jeyes 

Fatheha Begum 

Nina Cooper 

Charlotte Lyst 

Finn Gammell 

Rabia Yeasmin 



RECORD ATTENDANCE - FOR A           

SECOND YEAR! 

We have done it for a second year running!  

Cyril Jackson Primary School has the highest 

pupil attendance out of ALL SCHOOLS in the 

borough of Tower Hamlets with a figure of 

97%.  This is an amazing achievement and all 

at CJ are truly grateful for the hard work,         

commitment and perseverance of pupils and 

parents alike to ensure this incredible result.  

As has been proved repeatedly, attainment is 

much higher for pupils who attend 

school  everyday and we are thrilled 

by this result.  This firmly places our        

attendance in the ‘Outstanding’      

Ofsted category. 

NINA AND THE NEURONS 

This month we were delighted to receive a 

visit from the BBC which was wanting children 

to participate in an episode of Nina and the 
Neurons, the BAFTA winning CBeebies           

programme that explains science to its young 

audience in a fun and exciting way.   

 

From the interviews conducted at CJ, three 

pupils from Year 1 were short-listed to take 

part in the programme.  The filming will take 

place on location in London for one day, and at 

the BBC Childrens  

Scotland studios in  

Glasgow for a      

second day during 

September and    

October.  Keep a 

look out on your 

screens to see our 

new celebrities... 

 

 

RECENT NEWS 

BARCLAYS CAPITAL VOLUNTEERS 

CJ welcomed a group of volunteers from      

Barclays Capital, one of our corporate          

sponsors, this month.  On Monday 9 July six 

staff members spent the day painting the SB 

ICT Suite (soon to become a Music room and   

recording studio) and also painting the fences 

around the South Building playground.  We 

are continually grateful for all the support we 

receive, both financial and time-wise, from 

Barclays.  The input they provide makes a 

huge impact on the academic achievement and 

social/emotional well-being of our pupils.   



 

THE SCHOOL HOUSE 

The redevelopment of the former caretaker’s 

house into The School House is soon to be 

completed - we will receive the keys on     

Monday.  After what seems a very long time, 

we are thrilled to see the amazing           

transformation of an old school   

building. 

More details to follow... 

EVENTS 

TOWER HAMLETS GUITAR DAY 

CJ hosted a spectacular event this month                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

to celebrate children’s love of music. The day

-long guitar event is part of a big celebration 

of music events taking place across Tower 

Hamlets which are organised by the Tower 

Hamlets Arts and Music Education Service. 

Around 60 pupils from primary schools across 

the borough brought their guitars to Cyril 

Jackson to practise their skills together, 

learn new pieces and perform a concert.  

 

Cyril Jackson School is keen to nurture a love 

of music among primary age children and is an 

enthusiastic supporter of such events, having 

previously participated in chamber orchestra 

days, choir days and jazz band days.  

CJ AND CITY YEAR HOST 45                      

BARCLAYS INTERNS 

On Thursday 12 July, CJ received a visit from 

another group of volunteers from              

Barclays - this time 45 interns.  The group 

were invited by City Year, the leading youth 

education charity, to attend a Community   

Action Day.   

 

The aim of the event was to recruit             

volunteers by sampling creative activities in a 

school environment, such as creating soft 

toys, chess boards, board games and banners. 

 

Cyril Jackson has been selected to host eight 

volunteers for a year from September 2012.  

The volunteers are mainly university                     

graduates wishing to undertake a gap year 

before starting their careers and they will 

act as tutors, mentors and role models to our 

pupils.   



THE SUMMER FAIR 2012 

A great time was had by all at the 

school’s biggest annual event, The 

Summer Fair.  A record number of 

parents, carers and other family 

members brought their children to 

the North Building play ground and 

games court for a huge array of 

stalls, games and amusements. 

 

We were lucky to receive support 

from the NHS, who brought their 

mobile dental screening clinic, 

Starbucks, which set up a stall, and 

the London fire brigade, for    

bringing a real, live fire engine (so 

live that it got called out soon    

after it arrived!).  We also had   

perennial favourites, including 

bouncy castles, a penalty shoot out, 

a coconut shy, test your strength, 

mehndi, food and refreshments. 

 

As always, a huge thanks must go to 

Debbie, Linda Downs and June   

Hayward for all their hard work 

with making the day such a success.  

By looking at the faces of the   

children who attended, it really was 

worth all the hard work.  Looking 

forward to next year’s Summer 

Fair already... 



RECENT TRIPS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 4 SUCCESS                                 
AT THE  REED’S SCHOOL                            

FUN OLYMPIAD 

 

Another amazing day of events was 

hosted by Reed’s School, the     

leading independent boarding school 

in Surrey, at its annual Fun          

Olympiad.  The major Olympics-

style event was open to all Primary 

Forum schools, of which CJ is one, 

which came together to compete 

against each other in tournaments.        

Children also had the opportunity 

to meet Chris Hollins, the BBC 

journalist and sports presenter. 

 

Pupils from Year 4 were split into 

teams and given the choice of     

taking part in cricket, golf, tennis 

or football using the exceptional 

sporting facilities on offer at 

Reed’s and guidance from their   

professional coaches.  And true to 

form, Team CJ performed                     

brilliantly...coming top in all four 

categories!   

 

The aim of such occasions is to 

raise aspirations and performance 

levels among Primary Forum school 

pupils and to create a wide-ranging 

network that will deliver academic, 

sporting and creative opportunities. 

 

For more information on the Reed’s 

School Primary Forum, see: 

www.reeds.surrey.sch.uk/page/

reeds-school-forums 



 

NURSERY TO BUCKINGHAM PALACE  

Following the fun and excitement of CJ’s    

exceptional Diamond Jubilee celebration in 

June, the Nursery team decided to take the      

Nursery children to Buckingham Palace, the 

official residence of HM The Queen. 

 

Children also had the opportunity to see some 

famous London sites and enjoyed a picnic in 

front of the Palace.  Unfortunately, the           

children did not get to meet The Queen, but  

the visit was hugely exciting nonetheless! 
 

Tajalli thrilled to be visiting the Palace! 

YEARS 4 AND 5 G&T TRIP TO THE  

NATIONAL COAL MUSEUM, WALES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 6 July, 14 children from Years 4 & 

5 were taken by school minibus to Blaenafon 

in South Wales to visit The Big Pit, a coal 

mine that stopped      

production in 1980 and 

now acts as a mining    

museum.  Children were     

fitted with real miners 

apparatus (helmet, lamp, 

battery pack and         

emergency breathing 

kit) before being               

lowered 90 metres                         

underground.  An hour was spent walking 

through the workings of the mine, learning 

how coal was formed and extracted and the 

life of coal miners through the ages.    

Certainly a day to remember! 

 

 

 

 

 



8:50 AM START FOR NORTH BUILDING 

Don’t forget to set your alarm...in response to 

parents requesting a staggered start time to 

ease drop off for siblings in both the North 

and South buildings, from September, the 

North Building will start lessons at 8:50 am.   

 

Please don’t be late...punctuality 

will be closely monitored. 

IMPORTANT DATES & INFORMATION 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

AUTUMN 2012 

5 September First day of Autumn term   

 

TBC   Parent/carer welcome   

   work shops - dates to be  

   advised first week back 

 

w/b 17 Sept’ber Year 6 residential 

 

w/b 22 October Black History Month  

   Celebration 

 

25 October  INSET day - school closed 

 

26 October  Eid-al-Adha - school closed 

 

w/b 29 October Half term 

 

5 November Eid celebrations 

 

9 November Individual pupil photographs 

 

w/b 19 November Science Week 

 

4 December  Years 1/2/3 pantomime trip 

 

5 December  Years 4/5/6 pantomime trip 

 

13 December Parents’/carers’ evening 
 

PE KIT UNIFORM REMINDER 

 
 

Following a review of the school’s uniform, in 

consultation with the Governing Body, it has 

been decided to introduce a uniform for all 

PE lessons and sporting events.  

 

Pupils will need the following items of PE kit 

clothing from September 2012: 

 Plain white T-shirt with long or 

short sleeves 

 Black/dark blue shorts/leggings 

(Summer)  

 Black/dark blue joggers/leggings 

(Winter) 

 Black plimsol shoes 

 

All items are available from most                        

supermarkets and high street department 

stores.  Items of clothing with logos are not 

permitted. 

 

If you have any queries, please do not       

hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher 

or arrange an appointment to meet Gillian 

Kemp. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.jjbsports.com/pws/client/images/catalogue/products/49361371/xlarge/49361371_navy.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.jjbsports.com/patrick%2520core%2520boys%2520woven%2520shorts%2520(junior)/shorts/shop/fcp-product/1

