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The School, which dates from the eighteen seventies, is situated 

in Limehouse, between the Thames and the Limehouse Cut. 

There are on the site three buildings, all of which are in use. 

The main building, on two floors, houses most of the children; 

an Infants’ class occupies a large room in what used to be a 

Metalwork Centre; and a Nursery class has two rooms in the 

old Infants’ School building. The School at present has ample 

space, of which full use is made, and the amenities are 

generally good. Hot water is provided in the cloakrooms, the 

premises have recently been wired for electricity and the 

stepping which remains in some classrooms is scheduled for 

early removal. On the other hand, there is only one W.C. for 

men and women members of the staff, and cloakroom which is 

used by all the Infants and one Nursery class is too small for so 

many children. A storeroom adjoining the Nursery seems to be 

ideally placed for conversion into a cloakroom. 

 

The 311 children (169 boys, 142 girls) are arranged in eleven 

classes: two Nursery, four Infants’ and five Junior. The children 

live mostly in the immediate neighbourhood, where large 

blocks of flats have been erected since the end of the war. There 

are usually in attendance some 15 – 20 children from Langley 

House Receiving Home, as well as a few ‘barge’ children. 

 

The Head Mistress was appointed to this, her first, Headship in 

January, 1949, after previous service in other East London 

schools. Her task during her three years in the School has been 

rendered acutely difficult in that she has never had a stable 



staff of qualified teachers. In the past three years there have 

been thirty-nine different teachers, nineteen of whom had no 

training; eleven of these thirty-nine now constitute the staff. In 

spite of the continual pressure of staffing difficulties, the Head 

Mistress has faced her many problems with undiminished zeal 

and energy. She takes a large part in the teaching, supervises 

the staff as far as time allows, controls the children with quiet, 

sympathetic understanding and works hard to develop the 

School along lines which will offer the widest possible scope 

for the children’s interests and abilities. She is admirably 

supported by the first assistant, a skilful and experienced 

Master. 

 

The School as a whole presents a very unbalanced picture. The 

two Nursery classes, which opened in September, 1951, have 

started well and are full of promise. Then, throughout the 

Infants and lower Juniors, constant changes of staff have 

caused such a lack of continuity in the work that the general 

level of attainment is low. Only at the top of the School, in the 

classes now taken by the Head Mistress and the first assistant, 

is there really sound and solid work of a kind that will help to 

remedy the weaknesses brought about by unsettled conditions 

in the lower classes. The brief comments which follow will 

indicate the salient features of the different departments. 

 

At the time of the Inspection only one Nursery class was in 

attendance owing to structural alterations in hand in the 

second Nursery classroom. Apart from cramped and somewhat 



awkwardly placed cloakroom facilities, the class seen is 

comfortably housed. It has two adjoining rooms, one of which 

is reserved for the larger and more active play apparatus and 

the other for quieter activities. It is in the care of a young 

probationer who has made a promising start in the work, 

assisted by a very able and experienced helper. The children 

are well cared for. 

 

The Infant department has, for some time past, had a 

succession of untrained and inexperienced teachers. Two of the 

present teachers are not only untrained, but are also 

unaccustomed to dealing with young children. A third, the 

oldest member of the team, is also untrained but is used to and 

fond of children and handles them kindly and well. The only 

qualified teacher with training is in charge of the top class, 

where, though some progress is apparent, it is only fair to say 

that more might justifiably be expected and would probably be 

attained if the children were suitably grouped and teaching 

apparatus were graded and used appropriately. 

 

In the Junior department, the Head Mistress has had to take 

over the top class and the first assistant is in charge of class 2. 

Classes 3, 4 and 5 are in the hands of young and inexperienced 

teachers, two of whom are still in the probationary period. In 

classes 3 and 4 the teachers still have much to learn about the 

art of effective class management and of adapting the work to 

the needs and capacities of the children. The Master of class 5, a 

class of backward children, is zealous, keen and hardworking 



and has established good relations with the children. A survey 

of the work of this department shows that the children’s 

attainment in reading is steadily improving, handwriting 

shows signs of developing well, spelling is rather weak, 

composition needs to be more closely related to the capacities 

of the children, and good work, including poetry, could well 

receive more attention. Arithmetic in general tends to lack 

reality. History, Geography and Nature Study vary from class 

to class; in the top classes the response in these subjects is very 

pleasing. 

 

Good features of this department are singing, dancing and the 

Needlework of the older girls, all of which are taken by the 

Head Mistress. Physical Education is on the whole vigorous 

and is obviously enjoyed by the children. Painting and clay 

modelling are now beginning to take shape after recent 

disturbances and the work seen is of a creditable standard. The 

‘Clubs’ into which the juniors divide twice a week are helping 

the children to develop and widen their interests and some of 

this work might well be carried over into the ordinary 

classwork. School broadcasts are sensibly used and the School 

is well provided with mechanical aids. Books now on order 

will furnish the beginnings of a Library. 

 

Much thought and care have been given to the social training 

of the children. The school meal, at which staff and children 

dine together, is wholly admirable; the food is good in quality 

and quantity, the tables are attractively decorated with flowers, 



the children’s table manners are exemplary and teachers and 

children join in natural, friendly conversation. The morning 

assembly is well planned and conducted. The excellence of the 

training is seen in the way in which the children move about 

the premises, in their ready response to visitors and in their 

general good behaviour and courtesy. 

 

Enough has been said to show that, in spite of all the 

difficulties, much is being done for the children. The need now 

is to stimulate them to greater mental activity and to provide 

opportunities for sustained speech. It is plain, however, that 

until the foundations of the children’s education are better laid 

than they are at present, there can be little hope of any all-

round improvement. The full teaching programme which 

circumstances have forced on the Head Mistress does not allow 

her to give the less experienced teachers the help they need and 

the frequent changes of staff have militated against the carrying 

out of a steady, progressive programme of work. 


