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1. Cyril Jackson Girls’ School, formerly called Northey 

Street, occupies the lower floor of a good two-storey 

building in one of the poorest parts of Limehouse. No 

classroom is now regarded as accommodating more than 

forty children; of these, one is closed, and the others are 

not full. A disused art room on the first floor is available 

to the girls for “cutting out” in needlework; it would be an 

advantage if the desking, which is unused, and which still 

somewhat encumbers this room, were removed. 

 

2. All the inspectors concerned in this report have highly 

praised the tone, discipline and general demeanour of the 

girls of this school, and laudatory judgments have been 

passed, with slight exception, on their oral answering, 

their willingness to answer and their endeavours to acquit 



themselves creditably. Indeed, the responsiveness of the 

children orally may give rise to a belief that they are more 

naturally intelligent than they really are. Mental tests in 

reasoning which have been given from time to time, in 

which each child answers independently and in writing, 

show, however, that the natural mental level of these girls 

is really low. There are a fairly large number of sub-

normal children, though these are not necessarily 

mentally defective, and very few children of scholarship 

of central school standard. 

 

3. All the inspectors concerned in this report have also 

spoken in praise of the care, cleanliness and neatness with 

which the children set out their written work; and this is 

so much to the good, even though the intellectual grasp 

shown in the answers may not be a very wide or firm one. 

 

4. Good handwork was seen and many pleasing drawings 

and paintings. A noteworthy feature is the serious, 

systematic efforts made by the Head Mistress, who 

teaches the subject herself, to secure good object drawing 

in the upper part of the school; it is suggested to her that 

she would be still more successful if she began drawing 

with pencil earlier in the school life of her pupils. 

 

5. The report on the school needlework is highly satisfactory. 

 



6. Singing was heard in Standards V and III; in the latter 

class it was fairly good, and in the former very good 

indeed. The girls in this class knew many songs, and a 

rather difficult combined time-and-tune test was 

satisfactorily rendered; ear-tests, however, require more 

attention to be given to them. 

 

7. Careful tests were set on the work set down for and 

accomplished in the current year. Some weakness was 

shown in certain classes which we think would have been 

less apparent had not one of the ablest assistants in this 

school recently been promoted, a promotion which has 

necessitated some re-arrangement of assistant teachers in 

relation to their classes, and had not one of the teachers 

just returned to her class after an absence of a week at a 

University examination. No detailed report will be made 

in connection with these tests; we refer only to those 

aspects of the results requiring comment. All the written 

work of Standard V was commendable, the arithmetic of 

Standards IV, III and II was not, and the spelling of 

Standard III appeared to be very weak. 

 

8. A good deal of poetry was well known and well said by 

the girls of Standard V and by those of Standard III, but 

none appears to have been learnt so far in the first class 

(Standards VI and VII), and it was not at all easy to find 

out how much had been attempted in Standard II, which 

was taught by a “supply” teacher: it is suggested that the 



pieces to be learnt should, in all cases, be entered in the 

official syllabus book. 

 

9. Summing up, we are of opinion that the Head Teacher 

and her staff have done excellent service in this “poor” 

school, especially in relation to the handwork and 

drawing, the neatness of the written work generally, the 

willingness of the oral answering, and the tone, discipline 

and demeanour of the children. 

 

(Signed) W.H. Winch 
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